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SPECIAL NOTE

 Information contained in this report is a summary of data reported to CDC by
State Healtb Departments, Epidemic Intelligence Service Officers, National Office
of Vital Statistics, collaborating influenza diagnostic laboratories, and other
pertinent sources. Much of it is preliminary in nature and is primarily intended
for those involved in influenza control activities. It is understood that the
contents of these reports will not be released to the press, except by the Office
of the Surgeon General, Public Health Service, U. S. Department of Health, Educa-
tion, and Welfare. State Health Officers, of course, will judge the advisability
of releasing any information from their own states.
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I. BSurmary of Information

The first isolation of Asian strain influenza virus frcem the scuthern
tier of states has been reported from Corpus Christi. Airmen recently
arrived from San Diego were initially involved. Confimmation of Asian strain
influenzs virus was also obtained frcem a ship at Norfolk, Virginie.

Several outbresks of influenza-llke illness have been reported among
hcmeward-bound Eoy Scouts from the Jamboree.’ Crowding in railroed ccaches
egain appears to have served as a "provoking factor" Por these outbreeks.
Three California grcups have been most heavily affected, with sporadic cases
reported among others.

An cutbreak of influenza-like illness has appeared among Mexican
National migrant workers in Californie. Only a small group is presently
affected., Cne undred thousand are present in the state, living primarily in
crowded, poorly sanitated labor camps.

"Asian' hes been suggested at a meeting in Geneva as & more exact desig-
nation for the recénti'y ‘isolated strains of influenza virus. Delegates from
various countries thought the previous term "Fa,r East" not exact as to geo-
grephical location.

I1. Epidenmic and Case Reports

6-A. VIRGINIA, Norfolk
(Reparted, by Capt. John R. Seal, MC, Divisi&n of Preventive Medicine,

U. 8. Navy, and CDC Virus and Rickettsia Laboratory, Montgomery, Als-
b&m&.‘) o . : . ) .

.~ The Pakistani ship Mahmood left Karachi on April 14 for Boston
and Newport, Rhode Island. From May 31 through June 13 it remained at
Newport. These dates coincide with previously reported (CDC Influenza
Report No. 1-B, 2-G)} outbreaks of influenza aboard nsval vessels in
the same area. The Mahmood arrived in Norfolk, Virginia, on June 15.
Through June 23 at least 5 cases of influenza appeared on board, with
isolates of Asian strain influenza virus from two.

NOTE: This is the first confirmation of Asian strain influenza at
Norfolk. Previously, confusion may have resulted from positive speci-
mens having been processed through USN Preventive Medicine Unit No.
Two at Norfolk. These previous Asian strain .isolates came from ships

operating in the Atlantic but attached to the Newport, Rhode Island,
Naval BRase.

III. Progress Reports

6-B. TEXAS, Corpus Christi

(Reported by Lt. Col. H. E. Griffin, Preventive Medicine Division,
Department of the Army.)

Asian strain influenza virus has been isolated by the Uth Army



Regional Medical laboratory frcm cases at the Naval Air Station. About
33 illnesses have occurred on the base, with the earliest cases among

",ajgroup‘frOm San Diego, Celifornia.

6"‘00

6-D.

WASHINGTON, Seattle

" (Reported by Dr. W. R. Giedt, Washington State Department of Health,

and Dr. R. Revenholt, Seattle~King County Health Depertment.)

The military transport which arrived in Seattle on July 18 (see

- CDC Influenza Report 5-B) had ceme frem Kores and Yokchama, Japan.

Among 1600 passengers and 4CO crew, .there were atout 300 cases cf &
febrile, 2-3 day resplratory illness during the voyage. On the ship’'s
arrival, there were 18 active cases, including 4 cases with onsets
only 24 hours before docking. All but one of these cases were hospi-
talized. Throat washings and blood specimens are under laboratory

study.
RHODE ISLAND, Newport

(Reported by Capt. John R. Seal, MC, USN Preventive Medicine Division,
and CDC Virus and Rickettsia Laboratory, Montgcmery, Alabama.)

Isolations of Asilan strain influenza virus have been obtained
from two additional ships berthed at Newport (CDC Influenza Report No.
1-B). Throat washings were obtained in mid-June from crew members
aboard the U.S.8. M., J. Matuel ahd U.S.S. Greenwood. 3Both ships were
in fairly close contact with the U.S.S. Berry, which suffered a signifi-
cant-cutbreak of Asian strain influenza at that time. Earliest cases
abosrd the U.S.S. Manuel occurred among engine room personnel, who
lived in rather crowded ‘quarters.

BOY SCOUT JAMBOREE

A number of outbreaks of influenza~-like illness have appeared
among Boy Scout groups returning from the Jamboree at Valley Forge,
Pennsylvanis. Since July 18, the final day of the Jamboree, cases
have been reported frcm Louisiana, Connecticut, Massachusetts, Scuth
Carolins, Virginla, and Wyoming-Montana. These are tabulated in
Table V.

Dr. J. D. Martin, Louisiana State Department of Health, has re-
ported that 27 scouts were ill on a special train which passed through
New Orleans, bound for California. Of the 319 sccuts on the train,
many apparently suffered mild illness en route frcem Valley Forge to
Louisiana. The scouts were members of Hawaii and Southern California
(excluding Los Angeles) troops.

Dr, Mila Rindge, Connecticut State Health Department, reports that
one scout, of some 700 at the Jamboree from Connecticut, has developed
a febrile respiratory illness since return to the state. Dr. G. E.
McDaniel, South Carolina State Heslth Department, reports a single case
of respiratory illness in a Marion County scout recently returned from
the Jamboree. Blood specimens are being collected., Dr. A. L. Gray,
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Mississippi State Board of Health, reports a number of cases of febrile
respiratory illness in returned scouts. Details on these are not vet
available. Dr. Mason Romaine, Virginia State Health Department, has
‘ reported that two scouts, en route by train from Valley Forge to Baton
Rouge, Louisianae, stopped in Roancke, Virginia, because of influenza-
like illness. Throat washings have been forwarded to.CDC. :

According to Capt. J. R. Seal, Preventive Medicine Division, USH,
in a group of about 300 California scouts.en route hcme by train via
Newr England, there have been at least 46 cases. These were hospital-
ized at the U, S. Navy barracks in Beston, Massachusetts, while the
remainder of the group visited the Submarine Base at New London, Connec-
ticut. Apparently 16 of the scouts were ill at time of departure frem
Valley Forge. ,

Dr. F. D. Yoder, Wycming State Department of Public Health, and

" Dr. G. D. Carlyle Thompson, Montana State Board of Health, report a

" sharp outbresk on a San Francisco-bound train carrying home 360 scouts.
The scouts vepresent six Californie counties--San Mateo, Santa Clara,
Richmond, Marin, Monterey, and Santa Cruz, There had been no illness
in any of the troops on the trip Fast. The attack rate on the train was
at least 50%, Signs and symptoms included headache, fever, cough,
malaise, and sore, red throat. Apparently the affected scouts remained
in the train at CGardiner, Montana, while & large number of the boys
nade a bus tour of Yellcwstone Paxk. o

Dr. Maurice Hilleman, Welter Reed Army Institute of Research, has
demonstrated a positive diagnostic reaction with an Asian strain influ-
enza virus isolate and a convalescent serum specimen from an adult Boy
Scout leader at Valley Forge., This isolate had been obtained frcm the
same patilent's throat washings during the acute illness.

6-F. CALIFORNIA, Monterey County
(Reported by Dr. P. K. Condit, California Deparﬁmeht of Pubiic Health.)

Influenza-like illnesses have appeared among workers (Mekican
nationals) near Salinas, California. In one group a sudden upswing in
cases occurred on July 23, whereas previous illnesses were only spo-
radic. Symptomatology is reported to be characteristic of influenza,
with duration of illness being two to three days. About 100,000
migrant workers are housed in labor camps around the state. Sanitetion
and housing are rather subopitmal in most cemps.,

Influenza Virus Studies

An egg-animal-line of A/Japan 305/57 has been adapted and grown at the
Influenzs Virus Center in Montgcmery and it shows greatly enhanced sensitive
ity in the hemagglutination-inhibition test. Troublescme nonspecific inhib-
itor is removed from sera tested with this antigen by periodate treatment.
More detalls of this modified entigen will be forthecming in the near future.

"Asian" has been proposed as the designation for the newly isolated
strains of influenza virus. This was suggested at an ad hoc meeting on in~
fluenza in Geneva Quring the recent International Poliomyelitis Conference.

The term "Far East” was objected to as not being specific in its geographical
connotations.

i
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As noted previcusly, many‘more positive sera may’be identified with
the compiement-fixaticn test than with the hemagglutiration-inhibition test,
which may glve equivocal results. ‘In vaccination trials this difference has
been quite marked. Many more individuals with antibedy rises have been de-

tected by C-F tests than with H-I determinations. Protably, both should be
done with the new streins until thelr seroclogy is btetter defined.

Seventy-two serum specimens obmained frem old people in Massachusetts
by Dr. Roy Feemster, Massachusetts Department of Health, have been tested for
antibodies to, Asian strains of influenza virus at the CDC Montgcmery labora-

tory (CDC Virus and Rickettsia Section and WHO Influenza Center for the
Anericas, Montgomery, Alabama) A very significatn number of sera showed
diagnostic antibody levels. Dr. Maurice Hilleman, Welter Reed Amy Institute
of Research, has confimmed the presence of Asilan strain antibodies in the
sera of two 8l-year-old people from the Netherlands. Dr. J. Mulder, Leiden,
The Netherlands, -originally reported the presence of these antibodies in old
.people an& sent the specimens to Dr. Hilleman. The inference is made from
‘these findings that the influenza virus responsible for the 1889-90 pandemic
was related to the present Asian strains. Previous reports of negative find-
ings from England and this country may be due to the chance selection of
oldsters who were not in heavily affected areas during the 1889-90 pandemic.
New England apparently suffered considerably during the pandemic, which may
account for the present striking results.

Diagnostie services fer influenza

'~ As presently understood, state health authorities or their representa-
tives, may approach collsborating laboratories in the WHO Influenza Study
Program with a reguest to process specimens from patients with influenza-
like illness. Where these laboratories are not able to accept the specimens
at that time, the regional reference laboratory should be contacted. If this
laboratory finds it impossible to examine the specimens, they may be sent to
- the CDC Virus and Rickettsia Diagnostic Unit, Box 185, Chamblee, Georgia.

It is,earnestly requested that specimens be accompanied by all pertinent in-
foxmatlcn, including possible source of the infection, health officer con-
ducting further epidemiologic study, when convalescent blood will be sent,

ete, : X W K R K ¥ ¥ K %

NOTE : Dr. P. K. Condit, California State Department of Public Health, re-
ports the isolation of Asian strain influenza virus from specimens obtained
from the boys ' camp. previously reported in San Mateo County (CDC Influenza
Report 1~F)
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